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May 2019
The graduation tents will start going up in a matter of days, so summer and the seasonal
flurry of PER activities, must be just around the corner. Read on to find out about all the
latest public engagement opportunities, activities and funding pots available...

Let the Sun Shine In

There's nothing like a bit of sunshine to get the creative juices flowing. This was certainly true at
our latest Creative Engagement workshop on 23rd May. This time the theme was Immersive and
Performance Methods and included a hands-on session with theatre company, The
Playhouse, alongside an incredible line-up of researchers sharing their experiences of using
everything from clog-dancing to script-writing to Victorian inventors. We're busy planning the
next in the series so watch this space if you want to great creative with your engagement. 
If you need some more inspiration before you delve into doing your own PER, then summer is
definitely the season for it! Our newly verdant campus is gearing up for the Green Heart Festival
launch weekend on 8th-9th June where researchers from across the institution will be letting
visitors try everything from listening to the stars singing to watching your own blood at work! And
it doesn't stop at opening weekend - the Green Heart will be hosting dozens of research
engagement activities throughout the year. 
But it's not just about campus-based activities. This year the wonderful CoCoMad Festival in
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Cotteridge Park (just 2 miles down the canal from campus) will host it's biggest ever science field
as part of their music, arts, dance and science line-up on 6th July. Research at the Heart of Brum
will be there with researchers from across the university, plus there'll be a bumper contingent of
ChemBAM chemists and not forgetting our friends from BrumSciComm and Science For All. With
6,000 visitors expected, it's set to be an engagement scorcher. So we can't wait to see you there!
Plus - there's still chance to take part in our next Research in the Heart of Brum event. We'll be
taking our pop-up market to Welcome Week in September to engage thousands of students and
their families as they explore and get settled in on campus. Get in touch now to reserve a space!

Breakfast Brainstorm

Our next monthly drop-in
session will be 26th June, 9-
11am. Open to all who want to
learn more or get advice and
support on public
engagement. Find us in
Muirhead Tower Starbucks,
upper level seating. 

MDS PER Forum

Calling all keen engagers in
MDS! Join colleagues from
across the College on 10th

July, 1-3pm to share ideas,
experiences and future plans
for engaging the public with
your research. This informal
social covers different
approaches, support and time
to chat PER over tea and cake.

Pathology Grants

The RC Path Innovation Grant
scheme is now open. Grants
<£1,000 available for those
who wish to develop
pathology-related public
engagement activities or

Brainstorm Info

Sign Up Now

EPS PER Forum

Calling all keen engagers in
EPS! Join colleagues from
across the College on 19th

June, 1-3pm to share ideas,
experiences and future plans
for engaging the public with
your research. This informal
social covers different
approaches, support and time
to chat PER over tea and cake. 

Green Heart Drop-In

Want to run an activity for
Green Heart Festival (June
2019 to May 2020), or develop
new PER activities but don’t
know where to start? Pick PER
Team’s brains at our drop-in
in the Medical School Wolfson
Common Room, 15th July,
anytime between 12-2pm.

Data Stories workshop

Join Natural History
Consortium and British
Ecological Society for a one
day workshop bringing
together those from the
biological recording and
citizen science community

Sign Up Now

Find Out More

Arts & Science Festival

Is currently inviting University
staff and students to submit
events to take place across
2019/20 coinciding with the
four Green Heart themes of
Celebration (Jun-Sept),
Change (Sept-Dec),
Illumination (Dec-Mar) and
Hope (Mar-Jun). Send
applications or queries here.

British Science Fest Jobs

The BSA is recruiting
assistants to support the BSF
in Coventry in September
2019. These are PAID roles
(min. £9 per hour) and you
must be available 5th-13th
Sept. Deadline 2nd June.

STFC PEER Forum

The STFC Public Engagement
(PE) Early-Career Researcher
(ECR) Forum (the ‘PEER
Forum’) will support science
and engineering ECRs to
develop PE and outreach, to
enable them to deliver the
highest quality of purposeful,

Find Out More

Apply Here

https://thinkpe.net/site-map/opportunities-2/uob-per-team-flagship-events/research-at-the-heart-of-brum/
https://chembam.com/
https://brumsci.com/
https://cotteridgepark.org.uk/cocomad/
https://thinkpe.net/site-map/opportunities-2/uob-per-team-flagship-events/research-at-the-heart-of-brum/
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/welcome/welcome-week-and-beyond/index.aspx
mailto:engage@contacts.bham.ac.uk
https://thinkpe.net/site-map/uob-community-2/breakfast-brainstorm/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/uob-medical-and-dental-sciences-public-engagement-forum-tickets-61027446736
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/uob-engineering-and-physical-sciences-public-engagement-forum-tickets-61288024130
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/university/building/green-heart/green-heart-festival.aspx
mailto:artsandscience@contacts.bham.ac.uk
https://www.britishscienceassociation.org/
http://www.biochemistry.org/Grants/ScientificOutreachGrants.aspx
https://www.britishscienceassociation.org/current-vacancies-at-the-bsa


events (not dissemination).
Applicants do not have to be
College members, but must
involve scientists. Deadline

3rd June. 

Being Human Open Call

Being Human is now accepting
applications for activities that
make humanities research
accessible, engaging and fun
for people across the UK.
Please note no funding is
available through this call.
Deadline 3rd June. 

Science & Industry Late

The Science and Industry
Museum, Manchester, are
looking for interactive
activities for a chemistry-
themed Late event on 2nd
October to mark the 150th
Anniversary of the Periodic
Table, aimed at a young adult
audience. Deadline 14th June.

SciComm Symposium

London SciComm Symposium
is for all kinds of people
interested in science
engagement to get together

More Info and Apply

Details and Apply

Apply Here

with media and policy
communications professionals
At The Station, Bristol, 3rd

June tickets from £36. 

School/Uni Partnerships

Join Ellie Cripps (University of
Bristol) and Kirsty Ross
(University of Strathclyde) for a
one day course (fee £75) to
explore the pitfalls and
possibilities of developing
school-university partnerships
on 5th June in Bristol. 

Engage 2019: Disruption

Public engagement can disrupt
current ways of thinking and
doing, but is it delivering its
potential? Join NCCPE and
hundreds of attendees at
Engage 2019 in Bristol on 4th-
5th December to discuss
disruption in universities,
research, futures and lives.
The call for contributors is
now open for workshops,
talks, panels, demos, stories,
posters and more. Deadline

18th June.

RSB Outreach Awards

Reward researchers who
inform, enthuse and engage
the public. There are
categories for New

Book Here

Details and Register

Find Out More

audience-driven engagement.
Deadline 3rd June.

Wellcome Hub Award

This is a great opportunity to
work as part of a collaborative
residency based at the
Wellcome Collection.
Applications <£1 million over
1-2 years are invited from
groups who want to look at a
health-related question in an
innovative and experimental
way. Preliminary application
deadline 13th June. 

Digital Maths Mission

Nesta have just launched the
Solving Together Fund in
partnership with Tata to
support high-potential 
interventions using digital
technology to improve
parental engagement in
maths. Up to £40,000 is
available. Deadline 24th June. 

Innovate Malvern

Malvern Science in the Park

More Info and Apply

Criteria / Apply

More Info and Apply
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and consider, “What needs to
change?”. It will be held 27th

June at Queen Mary University
of London. Tickets are free,
but to book organisers
request a £10 donation
(£11.15 including fees). 

Science Film Festival

The Bristol Short Science Film
Competition is now open for
entries. Winners get cash
prizes and attend the Festival
in August. 'How to win' guide
here, deadline 30th June.  

Maddox Prize

The Maddox Prize recognises
those who face difficulty,
hostility or backlash whilst
standing up for the use of
science and evidence in public
life. Nominees can be
experienced or still early in
their career and winners are
featured across international
media. Deadline 19th July.

Interact 2019

Register Here

T&C and Apply

Find Out More

Researchers (Prize £750, open
to masters, PhD and 1st year
postdoc) and Established
Researchers (Prize £1,500,
open to those beyond early
career). Self-nominations
welcome. Deadline 28th June. 

Festival of Physics 

The call for content for 2019
Institute of Physics Scotland’s
Festival of Physics is now open
and seeking interactive
content (workshops, shows,
talks, debates, games and art)
for a range of ages. Taking
place 25th – 27th October at
Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh.
Deadline 8th July.

Blast Fest

Connecting local communities
with STEM through black arts
and culture. The 2019
Birmingham programme will
take place at Simmer Down

Festival in Handsworth Park

on 12th August. Limited
funding available (<£250).

Big Draw Fest

Details and Apply

Details and Apply

Details and Apply

(29th June) and Festival of
Innovation (7th-12th October)
are two family festivals in
Malvern seeking scientists and
researchers to get involved
with delivering activities,
demos and science busking. 

Public Humanities

This two day short course at
School of Advanced Study,
University of London 11th-

12th July will explore how
public engagement can be
embedded in humanities
research careers and will cover
working with the media,
navigating impact and the REF,
and funding. Two day tickets
from £180. 

Talking Maths in Public

Talking Maths is a biennial 3-
day conference taking place at
the University of Cambridge
29th-31st August and this
year will be preceded by a
special Demo Day with
scicomm expert, Greg Foot,
on 19th June. Demo Day is
£60  and the conference is
£115 (bursaries available). 

ESRC Impact Account

More Info / Apply

Details and Register

Info and Register
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The STFC Interact engagement
symposium is back on 4th

September at the University of
Central Lancashire. This event
offers something for everyone
with an interest in improving
their public engagement
capabilities.

PharmaSoc Bursaries

The British Pharmacological
Society offers members
funding for engagement
activities – <£250 available

year round or <£1,500

available bi-annually. Next
deadline in July.

Reaction Awards

Grants up <£5,000 available
to any researcher for public
engagement activities
provided the application
includes research in an STFC-
funded area of science or
technology. Applications open

year round.

More Info & Register

Find Out More

Apply Now

Big Draw 2019, ‘Drawn to
Life’, is seeking input from
scientists, researchers and
those involved in outreach and
engagement. The organisers
are interested in labs books,
data visualisations, images of
experiments, sculptures,
illustrations, comics, etc for
events throughout October. 

Big Bang Fair

The Big Bang Fair is open for
2020 proposals. The
organisers are looking for
interactive stands, workshops,
and shows, but note that
exhibition fees may apply. The
Fair takes place 11th - 14th

March 2020 in Birmingham. 

NC3Rs Grants

Up to £1,500 to support
NC3Rs-funded researchers
(past and present) to engage
the public with approaches to
replace, reduce and refine
animal use in science.
Deadline: quarterly.

Find Out More

Find Out More

Apply Now

The ESRC Impact Acceleration
Account (IAA) is a flexible and
dynamic fund to support
knowledge exchange and
impact to engage non-
academic users in generating
positive change. Several
different levels of grant are
available, <£20,000. First
deadline Autumn 2019.

Royal Astronomical Soc

Free education and outreach
training is taking place at the
Life Science Centre in
Newcastle Upon Tyne on 5th

December. Anyone involved in
astronomy or geophysics is
welcome to attend. Spaces
available to speak or
demonstrate your work.

Genetics Society Grants

Grants of up to £500 are
available to members of the
Genetics Society to cover costs
associated with travel and
materials for PER activities
relevant to genetics. Open

year round.

Info and Guidance

Register Here

Apply Now

UoB PER Fund

https://stfc.ukri.org/public-engagement/training-and-support/the-interact-symposium-2019/
https://www.bps.ac.uk/membership-awards/prizes,-awards-and-grants/our-prizes/engagement-grants
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https://www.nc3rs.org.uk/public-engagement-awards
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http://www.genetics.org.uk/grants/public-engement-grant/


Don't forget!! PER Team has a small pot of funding available to
help researchers to get great PER ideas off the ground. Up to £250
can be applied for year round with quarterly calls for <£2,000; next
deadline 31st August. Find out more and apply HERE.

PER Fund Success 

 
Well done to Amy Voong and Myriam Chimen who have both been

successful in securing small PER Fund grants! 
Both Amy and Myriam will be using the funds to carry out festival

demos at the Green Heart Festival and CoCoMad Festival,
respectively

Well done and best of luck to both of you!
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