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March 2019
Ok, so it's not quite March any more, but in my defence it's a busy old time in PER Team
HQ. With our 5th annual PER Day being just 4 days away our poor brains (and printers) are
straining under the weight of so many sign-ups! We're expecting twice as many attendees
as last year and an absolutely stellar line-up of guests so I hope we'll see you there.
Whether or not you're coming along on Friday, please do read on for more on recent
goings on and another great crop of opportunities to get involved in. 

The more you use, the more you have
The wonderful Maya Angelou was once quoted saying "You can't use up creativity. The
more you use, the more you have." and we think she makes a very good point. Keen to
help researchers, practitioners, artists and anyone else with an interest in research
engagement to develop their skill-sets, interdisciplinary networks and collaborative
practice, we've been developing a series of new PER workshops around creative
engagement. 
The first was held in December and focussed on graphic or visual imagery methods and
included speakers from four Colleges who had experience in using manga, comics,
graphic novels and graphic stories, as well as external guest Pen Mendonça, an
independent graphic facilitator and cartoonist with over 20 years’ experience of
facilitating public engagement. Importantly, included researchers at different stages of
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the process; some just starting out, others building on previous similar projects.This way
we hoped attendees would get a feel for how long projects can take to develop, as well as
what the different stages of the process might entail and what potential pitfalls or
limitations might be associated with different approaches. Our second event took place
last week and looked at interactive methods like gamifying engagement, using apps, 360
video, and creating a game to form a permanent museum exhibit. Once again attendees
got to find out more about incredible projects from across the Institution and beyond and
took time to start developing their own collaborative ideas.
The events are open to researchers of any career stage or background and also to
external creatives or those with relevant interests and experience. We hope to provide
new ideas and opportunities that ignite new creative projects, but also help attendees to
fully understand different methods as we often come across projects where a method was
selected with little consideration of why this was the best or most appropriate choice.
And if you haven't made it to our Creative Engagement series yet, then here's some good
news: the next event, with a focus on immersive experiences and performance will take
place on 23rd May find out more and sign up here. And there's more! We'll be running
more in the series later in the year and are currently considering sessions on podcasting
and film, but if you have ideas or suggestions, get in touch and we'll see what we can do! 
 

Breakfast Brainstorm

Our next monthly drop-in
session will be 17th April, 9-
11am. Open to all who want to
learn more or get advice and
support on public
engagement. Find us in
Muirhead Tower Starbucks,
upper level seating. 

PER Day

There's still one or two tickets
available for our annual
conference on 5th April so if
you haven't signed up yet
move quickly before we sell
out!

Creative Evaluation

Brainstorm Info

Last Few Tickets

Creative Engagement 

The third in PER Team’s new
series of workshops will be on
Immersive Experiences and
Performance. Hear from and
discuss with a range of
researchers how they have
used different interactive
methods to engage the public.
23rd May, 11am-2:30pm. 

Being Human

The UK's only festival of the
humanities, Being Human, is
now inviting applications for
the festival which will run 14-
23 November with the theme,
‘Discoveries & Secrets’, which
is intended to be interpreted
broadly. Funding of <£4,000
is available to support
activities. Deadline 8th April.

Shakespeare Heritage

Sign Up Now

Info and Apply

Arts & Science Festival

Is currently inviting University
staff and students to submit
events to take place across
2019/20 coinciding with the
four Green Heart themes of
Celebration (Jun-Sept),
Change (Sept-Dec),
Illumination (Dec-Mar) and
Hope (Mar-Jun). Send
applications or queries here.

Biochem Grants

The Biochemical Society's
Scientific Outreach Grants
scheme is no open. Apply for
<£1,000 to support activities.
Members and non-members
can apply. Deadline 9th April.

Curiosity Funding

Find Out More

Info and Apply
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An Arts Connect course for
participants to develop
creative evaluation skills and
apply them in practice. The
course lasts four days over
eight weeks (with 'homework'
between sessions). First date

9th April. 

CSJCA Conferences

The Durham Centre for Social
Justice and Community Action
Participatory Action Research
Conference will be on 11th-
12th July and is aimed
specifically at doctoral
students and community
organisations. Registration
deadline 12th April.

Einstein's Garden

Applications open for
researchers and groups
interested in running  ‘science
stalls’ in Einstein’s Garden,
part of Green Man Festival
(15th-18th August). This is a
great opportunity to engage
thousands of festival-goers
with your research. Deadline
15th April. Activity examples
here. 

Royal Soc Bio Grants

Find Out More

Details & Register

More Info & Apply

'Everything to Everybody' is a
new heritage project to
engage diverse audiences with
the over 100,000 treasures of
the Birmingham Shakespeare
Memorial Library. Find out
more at open evening events
at the Library of Birmingham
on 11th & 26th April. Book
you place by email. 

Engagement Masterclass

Applications open for
the Wellcome Genome Campus
Public Engagement
Masterclass, a two-day,
residential course for
researchers looking to embed
engagement in their future
research practice. Places are
competitive, cost is £502, (inc.
accommodation). Limited
grant support available - see
details or get in touch.
Deadline 16th April.

Alzheimer's Inspire Fund

Alzheimer’s Research UK have
launched a new public
engagement grant scheme,
Inspire Fund, with <£30,000
available to support events
and activities. They encourage
creative applications that
inform, build awareness and
challenge misconceptions
around dementia and the

Learn More

Details Here

Curiosity is a Wellcome Trust
and Children in Need
programme that uses science
to make a positive difference
to young people affected by
disadvantage. This is an
opportunity to partner with
youth organisations with
funding available <£40,000.
Deadline 12th April.

Biochem Competition

The Biochemical Society
Science Communication
Competition celebrates
outstanding communication
skills and is open to all UG and
postgrad students. Winners
are published in The
Biochemist magazine, receive
mentoring and a cash prize.
Deadline 15th April.

Invisible Worlds 

The 2019 Invisible Worlds
Residency is open to all artists,
scientists, creators and
makers, to explore
phenomena beyond our
senses. Residencies last <1
month at Eden Project,
Cornwall, <£2,000 available.
Deadline 20th April. 

Science Film Festival

Info and Apply

Details & Apply

Find Out More
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The Royal Society of Biology
Outreach and Engagement
grant scheme offers funding
<£500 to members anywhere
in the World to help run an
events or activities during
Biology Week, 5th – 13th
October 2019. Deadline 29th

April. 

PharmaSoc Bursaries

The British Pharmacological
Society offers members
funding for engagement
activities – <£250 available

year round or <£1,500

available bi-annually. Next
deadline in July.

NC3Rs Grants

Up to £1,500 to support
NC3Rs-funded researchers
(past and present) to engage
the public with approaches to
replace, reduce and refine
animal use in science.
Deadline: quarterly.

More Info & Apply

Find Out More

Apply Now

research being carried out.
Deadline 31st May,

Interact 2019

The STFC Interact engagement
symposium will be returning
4th September and will be
held at the University of
Central Lancashire. Spanning
the physical and life sciences
this event offers something for
everyone with an interest in
improving their public
engagement capabilities.

Reaction Awards

Grants up <5,000 available to
any researcher for public
engagement activities
provided the application
includes research in an STFC-
funded area of science or
technology. Applications open

year round.

Details & Apply Here

Info & Register

Apply Now

The Bristol Short Science Film
Competition is now open for
entries. Winners get cash
prizes and attend the Festival
in August. 'How to win' guide
here, deadline 30th June.  

ESRC Impact Account

The ESRC Impact Acceleration
Account (IAA) is a flexible and
dynamic fund to support
knowledge exchange and
impact to engage non-
academic users in generating
positive change. Several
different levels of grant are
available, <£20,000. First
deadline Autumn 2019.

Genetics Society Grants

Grants of up to £500 are
available to members of the
Genetics Society to cover costs
associated with travel and
materials for PER activities
relevant to genetics. Open

year round.

T&C and Apply

Info and Guidance

Apply Now
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Congratulations 
A huge 'well done and good luck' to Diana Cruz de Oliveira, the only UK entrant to

reach the finals of the "Speak Out For Engineering" competition which will take place in

New Delhi, India on 4th April. We'll be keeping everything crossed for you, Diana! 

UoB PER Fund
 The PER Team has a small pot of funding available to help researchers to get great PER
ideas off the ground. Up to £250 can be applied for year round with quarterly
calls for <£2,000; next deadline 30th May. Find out more and apply HERE.
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