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July 2019
School's finally out for Summer. And though that means some of well-earned breaks, it's
also the time to get ahead for next year. There are lots of exciting plans being formulated
at PER HQ, including for our next Research at the Heart of Brum pop-up market, which
will be on campus on 26th September. So why not get yourself off to an engaged start
next academic year by taking part or going for one of the great opportunities below? 

PER: Better than pizza!

What a whirlwind July has been! We were delighted to hear that one of the University's superstars
of public engagement with research (PER), Prof Cristina Lazzeroni, has been named as the 2019
recipient of the Lise Meitner Medal and Prize. The award is incredibly well deserved and
recognises over a decade of engagement activities that have reached tens of thousands of people.
Cristina has also worked tirelessly to improve the accessibility of activities for groups who often
face barriers to engaging with physics. Well done, Cristina! 
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PER Team have also welcomed our first ever PhD Intern, Sara Calzolari. During her 3 month
project Sara will be auditing PER activities and attitudes towards engagement for her Institute, the
Centre for Human Brain Health (CHBH) and then developing a tailored strategy, action plan and
support structure for PER within CHBH. In the coming year we'll be looking to expand this
approach so get in touch if you'd like to chat about developing something for your research area. 
Luckily the clouds didn't dampen any spirits as PER Team and dozens of researchers descended
onto Cotteridge Park for the 23rd annual CoCoMad Festival on 6th July. We engaged with well over
1,000 families and revelers throughout the day and even earned the accolade "better than pizza"
from one youngster was too engaged in activities to be distracted. See how the day went here.
There was also a flurry of activity this month around grant deadlines. Particularly for the Wellcome
Trust Public Engagement Fund, which has officially closed after the most recent round. As a
key funder, this has caused some surprise and unease within the engagement community, though
a new scheme based on partnerships will be launched in the Autumn. Watch this space for more
details as we hear them. 
July is also the month of the British Interactive Group (BIG) conference, known as the BIG Event.
BIG is a members organisation for anyone interested in hands-on science communication to meet
like-minded others, share experiences and get new ideas for whizzy demos. PER Team's Future
Places... tarot game got another outing and once again served to catalyse conversations about
how to develop PER content and when any why to say no. 
Looking ahead, there's lots to get involved with. The University of Birmingham Research
Conference will be back on 16th September with sessions on all types of impact from across the
institution, including a world cafe event on public engagement, whilst the STFC's FREE
engagement conference, Interact, will be on 4th September in Preston. Plus do watch out for
some fantastic new announcements and opportunities coming up from us in the very near future
for late 2019 which include two superb new training events, a bursary scheme and a Festive
celebration of all things algorithm!

Breakfast Brainstorm

Our next monthly drop-in
session will be 31st July, 9-
11am. Open to all who want to
learn more or get advice and
support on public
engagement. Find us in
Muirhead Tower Starbucks,
upper level seating. 

Interact 2019

The STFC Interact engagement
symposium is back on 4th

September at the University of
Central Lancashire. This event
offers something for everyone
with an interest in improving
their public engagement
capabilities. Travel bursaries
<£1,000 available, deadline
31st July.

Brainstorm Info

More Info & Register

PGR Showcase

Our 2nd annual showcase of
engagement projects from
students studying the
Research Communications and
Public Engagement module
will take place on 31st July,
12-3pm. Come along to be
inspired over a free lunch!

#FailTales

Is a science communication
competition asking
researchers from all
disciplines to share their
greatest failures, whether
personal or professional, to
help show that failure is an
important and necessary step
towards research progress.
Deadline 31st July.

Sign Up - 31st July

Arts & Science Festival

Is currently inviting University
staff and students to submit
events to take place across
2019/20 coinciding with the
four Green Heart themes of
Celebration (Jun-Sept),
Change (Sept-Dec),
Illumination (Dec-Mar) and
Hope (Mar-Jun). Send
applications or queries here.

UoB Impact Awards

These awards aim to
acknowledge the excellent
work of staff across the
university who have made an
outstanding contribution to
research impact. There are
nine categories of award to
cover all types of impact and
support. Deadline 31st July.

Creative Writing 

Find Out More

Info / Nominate
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AAAS PER Award

The AAAS Mani L. Bhaumik
Award recognizes scientists
and engineers who
demonstrate excellence in
their contribution to public
engagement with science with
a prize of $5,000, plus
registration and expenses to
the AAAS Annual Meeting.
Deadline 1st August. 

BSW Activity Packs

The British Science Association
are seeking content for
schools' activity packs for
British Science Week 2020
(6th-15th March). The free
packs were downloaded
almost 90,000 times last year
and contain activities for 3-14
year olds. This years' theme is
'Our Diverse Planet'. Deadline
for expressions of interest is
19th August. 

Talking Maths in Public

Talking Maths is a biennial 3-
day conference taking place at
the University of Cambridge
29th-31st August and this
year will be preceded by a
special Demo Day with
scicomm expert, Greg Foot,
on 19th June. Demo Day is
£60 and the conference is
£115 (bursaries available). 

Info / Nominate

Register Interest

Dundee Science Festival

Call for proposals for the 10th
Dundee Science Festival, 5th

to 20th October, for
volunteers activities that
engage with the public in
hands-on and original ways.
Deadline 2nd August.

Earth Science Week

Earth Science Week (12th-

20th October) is a celebration
of the geology through events
like geowalks, hands-on
activities, talks and open days,
that aim to raise public
awareness of geology and how
it affects our lives.
The Geological Society offer
up to £150 to help with the
running of events in Earth
Science Week (deadline 19th

August). 

Big Bang Fair

The Big Bang Fair is open for

Submit a Tale

Details and Propose

Info and Apply

20 free places available for a
one-day workshop with two
distinguished writers at the
Library of Birmingham on the
15th September. To win a
place, send by email a piece of
your writing (max 500 words).
Deadline 10th August.

WES 100 Violets

The Women's Engineering
Society (WES) is looking for
engineers to design and make
an exhibit to engage members
of the public with their
research. Winning designs will
receive <£1,500 to bring their
designs to life. Deadline 31st

August.

RS Summer Science

The Summer Exhibition is the
Royal Society’s annual flagship
public engagement event,
which receives over 14,000
visitors. Proposals are now
open for the 2020 event
taking place 6th-12th July.
Deadline 10th September. 

ESRC Impact Account

Details and Apply

More Info and Apply

Details / Apply
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Innovate Malvern

Malvern Festival of Innovation
(7th-12th October) is seeking
scientists and researchers to
get involved with delivering
activities, demos and science
busking. 

PharmaSoc Bursaries

The British Pharmacological
Society offers members
funding for engagement
activities – <£250 available

year round or <£1,500

available bi-annually. Next
deadline in July.

Reaction Awards

Grants up <£5,000 available
to any researcher for public
engagement activities
provided the application
includes research in an STFC-
funded area of science or
technology. Applications open

year round.

Info and Register

More Info / Apply

Find Out More

Apply Now

2020 proposals. The
organisers are looking for
interactive stands, workshops,
and shows, but note that
exhibition fees may apply.
Proposal deadline 31st

August. The Fair takes place
11th - 14th March 2020 in
Birmingham. 

Ingenious Awards

The Royal Academy of
Engineering’s public
engagement awards scheme is
now open for applications for
funding of £3,000-£30,000.
The scheme awards at all
career levels and supports all
types of activity from training
to events. They also prioritise
projects that focus on under-
represented groups. Deadline
23rd September.

Engaging Libraries

Engaging Libraries is an 18-
month programme supporting
libraries to run public
engagement activities on
research within the themes of
health, society and culture
with grants of £12,000-
£50,000. It aims to help
facilitate partnerships between
libraries and researchers, and
spark people’s curiosity about
topics that are relevant or
interesting to them. Deadline
25th September.  

Find Out More

Apply Now

Apply Now

The ESRC Impact Acceleration
Account (IAA) is a flexible and
dynamic fund to support
knowledge exchange and
impact to engage non-
academic users in generating
positive change. Several
different levels of grant are
available, <£20,000. First
deadline Autumn 2019.

Royal Astronomical Soc

Free education and outreach
training at the Life Science
Centre in Newcastle Upon
Tyne on 5th December.
Anyone involved in astronomy
or geophysics is welcome to
attend. 

Genetics Society Grants

Grants of up to £500 are
available to members of the
Genetics Society to cover costs
associated with travel and
materials for PER activities
relevant to genetics. Open

year round.

NC3Rs Grants

Info and Guidance

Register Here

Apply Now
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Endocrinology Grants

Grants <£1,000 available for
members of the Society of
Endocrinology to engage with
school children or the general
public. Deadline 25th

September.

Apply Now

Big Draw Fest

Big Draw 2019, ‘Drawn to
Life’, is seeking input from
scientists, researchers and
those involved in outreach and
engagement. The organisers
are interested in labs books,
data visualisations, images of
experiments, sculptures,
illustrations, comics, etc for
events throughout October. 

Find Out More

Up to £1,500 to support
NC3Rs-funded researchers
(past and present) to engage
the public with approaches to
replace, reduce and refine
animal use in science.
Deadline: quarterly.

Apply Now

UoB PER Fund

Don't forget!! PER Team has a small pot of funding available to
help researchers to get great PER ideas off the ground. Up to £250
can be applied for year round with quarterly calls for <£2,000; next
deadline 31st August. Find out more and apply HERE.

PER Fund Success 

 
Well done to Gregory MacCallum and his colleagues in the Van

Schaik group who were successful in securing a small PER Fund
grants to support their activities at CoCoMad Festival. Including

developing the incredibly popular toilet brush game...!
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